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Abstract 

The problem studied was that the effect of parenting styles on the success of children (socially 

and academically) has been examined in the literature, but such examination has not been 

separated by ethnicity or culture. This situation exists even though different cultures and 

ethnicities have different and distinct approaches to parenting. Accordingly, this qualitative 

ethnographic study was performed with the purpose of examining how African American parents 

of kindergarten-age children employ two particular parenting strategies: supportive parenting and 

parental involvement. Open-ended interviews were conducted with 10 such parents, to determine 

if and how they used each strategy and how they used the two strategies in combination. 

Findings were that in the opinions of those interviewed, supportive parenting had a significantly 

greater impact on the success of their children; however, all participants reported using parental 

involvement to some degree. The participants reported that supportive parenting was their 

primary parenting strategy. 



 

Background 

• While parenting styles and their effects on the academic and behavioral success of their 

children have been well examined in the literature,  studies have not considered ethnicity 

and culture as factors 

• African American parents have not been studied in this regard, though there is evidence 

that their parenting styles are culturally distinctive 

• This study addressed a flaw in past research: that conclusions about parenting styles 

applied equally to all ethnicities and cultures 

• In particular, the constructs of supportive parenting (SP) and parental involvement (PI) 

have not been studied as factors in children’s academic success 

• These issues in particular have not been examined for preschool-age children 



 

Objectives of the Study 

• To determine the role that supportive parenting plays in the parenting approach 

and strategy of African American parents of 4-year-old kindergarten-enrolled 

children 

• To determine the role that parental involvement plays in the parenting approach 

and strategy of African American parents of 4-year-old kindergarten-enrolled 

children 

• To determine the extent to which each of these strategies is used, and the effects 

thereof on children 

• To determine the extent to which these strategies are combined 



 

Methods and Analysis Used 

• A qualitative ethnographic approach was employed 

• Open-ended interviews of 14 parents (10 families) in Racine, Wisconsin 

• Researcher-constructed protocol 

• 45 minutes allowed for interviews 

• School archival data on students’ (the children of the parents interviewed) 

academic and behavioral performance were gathered 

• Interviews were recorded and then transcribed for thematic analysis 

• Miles and Huberman (1994) served as the basis for that analysis 



 

Findings 

Four aspects of supportive parenting (SP) were identified and referred to in the interview 

questions: having a routine for home learning activities (6 of 10 reported “yes”), making the 

parent’s expectations for the child clear to the child (10/10), using praise for good performance 

(7/10), and rewarding good performance (9/10).  Four aspects of parental involvement (PI) were 

identified and referred to in the interview questions: (the parent) uses educational resources (8 

out of 10 reported “yes”), volunteers at school (8/10), uses authoritarian disciple (4/10), and 

monitors homework (5/10).  

• A majority of parents used SP 

• A majority of parents used PI 

• More parents used SP than PI 

• Academic goals (number/letter recognition; name writing): only two children met 

more than one goal, most met none 

• Overall behavior goals were met: 7 of 10 had no reported behavioral issues 

• There was some indication that the use of SP encouraged academic performance: 

the only two children who met two of three goals had parents who used all four 

aspects of SP 

• There was no indication that the use of PI had an effect on academic performance 

• There was generally no indication that either SP or PI had any effect on behavior; 

however, one child who had 11 reported behavioral issues had parents who 

reported a distinctive pattern of the use of corporal punishment and a lack of 

supportive parenting 



• Findings suggest that corporal punishment may result in behavioral problems and 

that PI may reduce their incidence 

• Findings suggest that SP may have a positive effect on academic performance, in 

particular when combined with PI 
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